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The City’s current vision for public art began at a City Council 
workshop in the fall of 2005, which led to the preparation of a 
Public Art Master Plan in 2008.  That Plan recommended the 
establishment of a Public Arts Advisory Commission and a 
Public Art Fund, which the City Council created in 2011.  The 
newly formed Public Arts Advisory Commission then chose to 
focus on a temporary  exhibit as a way to introduce the citizens 
of West Des Moines to public art while building up the public 
art fund reserves for the ultimate installation of more 
permanent public art throughout the City. 
 

FAQ’s 
Q: Who is on the Public Arts Advisory Commission (PAAC)? 

A: Seven West Des Moines citizens currently serve on the 
Commission. They are listed above. 

Q: How are Public Arts Advisory Commission members 
selected? 

A: Members are appointed by the Mayor and City Council 
based on a written application.  Membership is open to citizen 
representatives of the community at large who are recognized 
for their interest or experience in connection with visual arts. 
Members must reside in the City of West Des Moines and can 
not hold any other elected or appointed office within West 
Des Moines city government.  

Q: How is the Parks and Recreation Department involved? 

A: Parks and Recreation staff serve as a liaison to the 
Commission.  Staff use their best judgment, knowledge, 
professionalism, and candor in advising the Commission but 
ultimately work for the West Des Moines City Manager. 

Q: How often does the Commission meet? 

A: Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of every month in 
the West Des Moines City Hall Council Chambers. 

Q: Does the Commission have a plan and mission? 

A: The mission of the West Des Moines public art program is 
to create a city with successful public spaces with works of art 
that offer moments of serendipity and opportunities for 
reflection.  The PAAC recently adopted a Public Art Master 
Plan that guides their efforts. 

Q: What is the vision for public art in West Des Moines? 

A: The vision of the City of West Des Moines’ public art 
program is the creation of a diverse collection of artworks of 
undisputed quality and excellence, and a program that 
promotes cultural expression and artistic appreciation.  
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Learn more about the West Des Moines 

Public Arts Advisory Commission   

at  

www.wdm.iowa.gov  

or by calling the West Des Moines  

Parks and Recreation Department  

at  

515-222-3444 


